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ne af aur favorite pastimes here ai The Femeus Computer 
fare is taking e jek inte the future af persenal computer 
technology. A recent visitor whe sheres this passion was Frank 
Herbert, euiher of the Dune series end 8 lesser known beak, 
Without Ne Youre Nothing - The Essentiai? Guide ie Heme 
£emputers. Frank is an avid personal camputer user whe Aas 
very definite ideas about haw people shouid incorporate this 
technalagy in their lives. He shared with us his views on topics 
ronging from education te writing te werid politics ta space 
expioratian. 

TFCC: Frank, you have been very widely acclaimed for the Dune series 
and, of course, there was the recent film and Chapter House Dune published 
my Putnam. Tell us a little bit about thet before we get onto the 
computers. 

Herbert: Well, why don't we do it side saddle here and say | wrote 
this last book on s computer and it took about a third the time | had taken 
before | used computers. 

TFCC: What type of setup do you use? 

Herbert: | have three computers, two of them working. One is 4 
Compag for portability, and the other is an IBM\PC because | like the fact 
of all the IBM software available out there. The third computer that we're 
working on is a dedicated word processor that, with no more than two key 
strokes, will do anything that an author requires in producing 4 
manuscript. | also want a vertical format CRT with at least three pages 
on it, so that | can put my notes up above and scroll under them. 

TFCC: Do you think using a computer affects your writing somehow? 

Herbert: Oh, it's quite obvious that you're much more willing to make 
changes and therefore you do. And when you're through, you have it, it’s 
there! It used to take about two weeks for a typist to do it. Now | print a 
novel in two days. 

TFCC: We did an interview with Gene Roddenberry who said that he 
needed to be careful that he didn’t overedit because it was so much fun to 
play in the computer. Do you ever have that problem? 

Herbert: No, | tend to have a momentum in the story going. Gene 
likes to play games with visuals. | put the visuals in way ahead of time 
and | pretty much stick to what I've organized. | keep my notes also on the 
computer so | can call them up very quickly. 

TFCC: You have a book that some of the folks here at The Cafe may 
know about, without Me, You're Nothing - The Essential Guide to Home 
Computers, written with Max Bernard. How did you come up with the 
title? 














Herbert: Well, | think the computer is going to make more 
difference in human society than either fire or the wheel in the next 25 
years at the very most. It’s going to be essential to life very soon. But 
computers don't think. Computers respond to thinking input. Humans think. 
So, you sit down to your computer and you tell it, “without me, baby, 
you're nothing!” 1 so frequently hear someone say “Oh, that was a 
computer error.” That's horse pucky. It was a human error somewhere 
down the line. And it's forsaking our human responsibility to say it was a 
computer error. 

TFCC: There are a couple of things that struck me in the book as | was 
going through it. One particular thing is the bio-machine. Tell us about 
that. 

Herbert: Well, eventually you're going to have your computer planted 
in your body and it may play answers on your eyelids or it may just talk to 
your aural sense - you'll hear it. But you'll hear it in a way that you know 
it's the computer doing it. | think this is going to be a breakthrough that 
will revolutionize human society. The first time a doctor in an operating 
room runs into a problem he had not anticipated and can instantaneously 
have the expertise that he needs to show him how to deal with this 
problem, then every surgeon is going to have this thing planted in him. And 
the first time some lawyer stands up in court and runs into an opposition 
problem that he didn't anticipate, and finds that he has his entire law 
library available to him, every lawyer is going to have it and so on, and so 
on. It’s the library function and the search function of computers that's 
really going to change society. 

TFCC: Turning from the technical areas and the practical areas to 
some of the more philosophical and possibly political areas, there's a 
quote in the book that | want to ask you about it. You say at one point, “Get 
your own computer. Learn how to use it. We're here to help you make that 
first step, how to find the one that fits your needs and your pocketbook. 
Where to put it, how to program it, all of the essentials. If you don't do 
this, the bill of rights is dead and your individual liberties will go the way 
of the dodo.” What do you mean by that? 

Herbert: | mean that computers are such powerful instruments with 
the potential of maneuvering large segments of society without their 
knowing it, that you'd better get your own computer so that you have some 
means of detecting when this maneuvering effort is aimed against you. 

TFCC: Do you see people beginning to shape the society using 
computer technology? 


Herbert: Well no modern major political campaign is run today 
without computer demographic analysis. And these analyses can be done 
very rapidly and you can practically feed the politician the answer within 
the hour of your survey. Now again, someday, politicians may have chips in 
their heads so they're getting their survey answers instantaneously. That, 
| think, would be very dangerous if all of us were not computer literate. | 
think the Soviet Union, by the way, is just going to go the way of the dodo 
too, because they are trying to keep computers out of their population. 
Now one of the major reasons they're doing this, of course, is that anybody 
with a computer and an electric typewriter has 4 printing press and the 
Soviet Union is not about to distribute printing presses. Interestingly 
enough, the Chinese People’s Republic is saying, “Hell with it. We're going 
to give computers to everybody.” 

TFCC: it'll be interesting to see if and what the consequences of 
computer technology or and the differences between this country and the 
Soviets. 

Herbert: The people in the Soviet Union are not going to have 
computers unless they change course quickly. Because they're raising 4 
whole generation of computer illiterates. Now | think that one of the 
things that legislated against this for the Chinese was that they raised a 
whole generation of educational illiterates by their Red Guard furor, when 
they put down education. Well, they're not going to make that mistake 
again. It is an educational tool, you know, the computer. 

TFCC: What do you think it's going to mean to the educational 
establishment in this country? 

Herbert: ‘ell, the educational establishment, as we know it, is 
really on the way out. Because the private sector is slowly but surely 
moving into education. That means that, as a parent, you'll be able to go to 
the market and buy the kinds of education that fit your child and will be 
paced to the child's needs. 

TFCC: So do you think they'll be some justification, for parents to 
say, “I don't think | want to send my children to public school or private 
school. | want to educate my children at home using this kind of 
technology? 

Herbert: | did. | took them out of the country because | didn't have 
teaching credentials. They've never suffered from it. 

TFCC: One of the things about computer technology is that it really 
places a lot of responsibility on the individual. 

Herbert: Education should never stop. The best thing that an 
educational system can do for any given student is to teach that student 
how to learn. And then open the doors, give them the cafeteria line and 
tell them “Here it is, pick what you want”. 





TFCC: There is a big difference, as you pointed out, between this 
country and other countries around the world, particularly the Soviet 
Union. Do you think the Soviets are going to match us in space, given the 
difference in computer technology? 

Herbert: well, computer technology is essential to moving into 
space. Unless we have it, we're not going to be able to survive out there. 
So the society that has the greatest resource of the computer literate is 
going to win that race into space. 

TFCC: Do you think that it's important that we establish life systems 
on other planets? 

Herbert: | think it's essential if human beings are going to survive. 
We have all our eggs in one basket now. what if something happens to this 
basket? 

TFCC: |s there a place for computer technology on this side of the 
fence to assist us in solving some of the problems on this planet while 
we're here? 

Herbert: Well, | have a device hooked up to my computer that allows 
me to analyze the voice stress of people's voices. Now, this is not 4 lie 
detector - don't get the wrong idea - but it does tell me if there is stress 
in the voice of the person coming over the radio or TY and that alerts me 
to look for the reasons for the stress. And if that sort of thing is used 
more broadly, | think it helps to create a more politically literate society. 
4 society that is capable of thinking for itself. 

TFCC: You had mentioned that politicians and political campaigns 
make very significant use of computer technology to analyze 
demographics. What about the other side of the coin? What would be the 
consequences if each reporter who was on television or each person at 
home had a data base of a particular politician's background and their 
yoting record at their fingertips? 

Herbert: If a politician gets up on the TY and says, “I yoted for this 
and | voted against that,” and you, with just a couple of key punches, could 
check his record, that's going to keep him honest, or at least partiy honest. 

TFC: So is it for the personal computer to insure that you can’t fool 
all of them all the time? 

Herbert: Yes. !f most people can check the veracity of the routine 
statements that politicians tend to make, then this puts 4 strain on the 
political system. A good strain as far as those of us who are at the 
bottom of the political pile are concerned. I'll tell you, | think that 
computers are essential to the evolutionary transition period we're in 
right now. We're going to come out the other end very changed as a society 
and very changed as ¢ world. And if you can't operate as rapidly as you 
have to operate in this new world that’s coming slong - and @ computer is 
essential to that - then the other people are going to be using souped up 
Ferraris and you're going to be waiking in this race. 





TFCC: Frank Herbert, thanks for joining us here at The Cafe. It’s been 
a real pleasure having you here please, any time you're in the neighborhood, 
drop in. 
Herbert: Yes, may | stay long enough to finish whatever this is on my 
plate? 
TFCC: Absolutely. You can finish it before it finishes you. 
[end of interview] 





